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 Beneath downtown Stockton lie remains from 
our City’s rich and diverse history.  In the 19th 
century, the site of what is now the City Centre 
Cinemas was at the heart of Stockton’s first    
Chinatown.  In 2000, archaeologists excavated 
and uncovered the site of the Sing Lee Laundry 
that was operated by Chinese immigrants from 
the 1890s to the 1930s. 
      
Archeologists from Sonoma State University ex-
cavated the site in 2000 and completed an exhibit 
of selected artifacts from the laundry.  The exhibit 
is located in the lobby of The (Hotel) Stockton. 
  
Details of the excavation have been provided for 
school children on the City’s web site in an inter-
active program called, “City Beneath Your Feet.”  
The web site has been so popular that students 
asked for something they could experience by 
seeing the artifacts themselves. The exhibit brings 
the web site to life for the entire community. 
  
The dedication of this exhibit is the culmination 
of months of work and a celebration of 
the preservation of our history. 


